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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is in response to amendment filed on 1/22/09. Of the 
previously presented claims 1-5, 9, and 12; claims 1-5, 9, and 12 were amended and 
claims 14-17 were added. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 

1 . A communication apparatus for receiving related information about contents, 
comprising: 

means for obtaining a ca ll s i gn call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance 
with an external input signal, wherein the eallsim call sign identifies the broadcasting 
station; 

detection means, for detecting whether or not user personal information has 
been stored in a storage medium, when making an access request to an external device 
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that provides said related information about the contents broadcast by the broadcasting 
station; 

transmission means for transmitting request information that requests said 
related information about the contents and for transmitting available/unavailable request 
information that requests information showing whether or not said external device offers 
a service providing said related information about the contents, if said user personal 
information is not detected by said detection means; 

notification means for notifying information concerning a service, providing said 
related information about the contents, being offered by said external device, and for 
receiving available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external device 
offers said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request information, if said user 
personal information is not detected by said detection means; 

means for transmitting said ca ll s i gn call sign and said user personal information 
to said external device in order to request user registration in accordance with said 
available/unavailable information, wherein said user personal information is utilized to 
register with said external device, if said user personal information is not detected by 
said detection means; 

means for receiving registration-completed information from said external device, 
if said user personal information is not detected by said detection means; and 
means for storing said user personal information in said storage medium, if said user 
personal information is not detected by said detection means. 
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9. A communication method in a communication apparatus for receiving related 
information about contents, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a ca ll s i gn call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance with an 
external input signal, wherein the eattsw call sign identifies the broadcasting station; 

detecting whether or not user personal information has been stored in a storage 
medium, when making an access request to an external device that provides said 
related information about the contents broadcast by the broadcasting station; 

transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests information 
showing whether or not said external device offers a service providing said related 
information about the contents, if said user personal information is not detected in said 
detecting step; 

receiving available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external 
device offers said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request information, if 
said user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 

transmitting said ca ll s i gn call sign and said user personal information to said 
external device in order to request user registration in accordance with said 
available/unavailable information, wherein said user personal information is utilized to 
register with said external device, if said user personal information is not detected in 
said detecting step; 

receiving registration-completed information from said external device, if said user 
personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,317 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

storing said user personal information in said storage medium, if said user 
personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 

transmitting request information that requests said related information about the 
contents; and 

notifying information concerning a service, providing said related information 
about the contents, being offered by said external device. 

12. A computer-readable storage medium including a communication program in 
a communication for receiving related information about contents, wherein the 
communication program, when executed by a computer, makes the computer perform 
the a method comprising: 

obtaining a ca ll s i gn call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance with an 
external input signal, wherein the ca ll s i gn call sign identifies the broadcasting station; 

detecting whether or not user personal information has been stored in a storage 
medium, when making an access request to an external device that provides said 
related information about the contents broadcast by the broadcasting station; 

transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests information 
showing whether or not said external device offers a service providing said related 
information about the contents, if said user personal information is not detected in said 
detecting step; 

receiving available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external 
device offers said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request information, if 
said user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 
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transmitting said ca ll s i gn call sign and said user personal information to said 
external device in order to request user registration in accordance with said 
available/unavailable information wherein said user personal information is utilized to 
register with said external device, if said user personal information is not detected in 
said detecting step; 

receiving registration-completed information from said external device, if said 
user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 

storing said user personal information in said storage medium, if said user 
personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 

transmitting request information that requests said related information about the 
contents; and 

notifying information concerning a service providing said related information 
about the contents by said external device. 

17. A communication apparatus, comprising: 

a processor configured to obtain a cal l sign call sign of a broadcasting station in 
accordance with an external input signal, wherein the ca ll s i gn call sign identifies the 
broadcasting station, the processor being configured to detect whether or not user 
personal information has been stored in a storage medium, when making an access 
request to an external device providing related information about contents broadcast by 
the broadcasting station, the processor being configured to transmit 
available/unavailable request information that requests information showing whether or 
not said external device offers a service providing said related information about the 
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contents, configured to receive available/unavailable information, showing whether or 
not said external device offers said service, in reply to said available/unavailable 
request information, configured to transmit said ca ll s i gn call sign and said user 
personal information to said external device in order to request user registration in 
accordance with said available/unavailable information, wherein said user personal 
information is utilized to register with said external device, configured to receive 
registration-completed information from said external device, and configured to store 
said user personal information in said storage medium, if said user personal information 
is not detected by said processor, the processor further configured to transmit request 
information that requests said related information about the contents; and 

a notification unit configured to notify information concerning a service, providing 
said related information about the contents, being offered by said external device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5, 9, 12, and 14-17 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present application pertains to a communication apparatus that enables a 
user to receive related information about contents, such as a musical composition, 
being offered by requesting information showing whether or not related information 
about contents is offered to an external device. 

According to the claimed invention independent claim 1 recites: A 
communication apparatus for receiving related information about contents, comprising: 
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means for obtaining a call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance with an external 
input signal, wherein the call sign identifies the broadcasting station; detection means, 
for detecting whether or not user personal information has been stored in a storage 
medium, when making an access request to an external device that provides said 
related information about the contents broadcast by the broadcasting station; 
transmission means for transmitting request information that requests said related 
information about the contents and for transmitting available/unavailable request 
information that requests information showing whether or not said external device offers 
a service providing said related information about the contents, if said user personal 
information is not detected by said detection means; notification means for notifying 
information concerning a service, providing said related information about the contents, 
being offered by said external device, and for receiving available/unavailable 
information, showing whether or not said external device offers said service, in reply to 
said available/unavailable request information, if said user personal information is not 
detected by said detection means; means for transmitting said call sign and said user 
personal information to said external device in order to request user registration in 
accordance with said available/unavailable information, wherein said user personal 
information is utilized to register with said external device, if said user personal 
information is not detected by said detection means; means for receiving registration- 
completed information from said external device, if said user personal information is not 
detected by said detection means; and means for storing said user personal information 
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in said storage medium, if said user personal information is not detected by said 
detection means. 

Independent claim 9 recites: A communication method in a communication 
apparatus for receiving related information about contents, comprising the steps of: 
obtaining a call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance with an external input 
signal, wherein the call sign identifies the broadcasting station; detecting whether or not 
user personal information has been stored in a storage medium, when making an 
access request to an external device that provides said related information about the 
contents broadcast by the broadcasting station; transmitting available/unavailable 
request information that requests information showing whether or not said external 
device offers a service providing said related information about the contents, if said user 
personal information is not detected in said detecting step; receiving 
available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external device offers 
said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request information, if said user 
personal information is not detected in said detecting step; transmitting said call sign 
and said user personal information to said external device in order to request user 
registration in accordance with said available/unavailable information, wherein said user 
personal information is utilized to register with said external device, if said user personal 
information is not detected in said detecting step; receiving registration-completed 
information from said external device, if said user personal information is not detected in 
said detecting step; storing said user personal information in said storage medium, if 
said user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; transmitting 
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request information that requests said related information about the contents; and 
notifying information concerning a service, providing said related information about the 
contents, being offered by said external device. 

Independent claim 12 recites: A computer-readable storage medium including a 
communication program in a communication for receiving related information about 
contents, wherein the communication program, when executed by a computer, makes 
the computer perform the a method comprising: obtaining a call sign of a broadcasting 
station in accordance with an external input signal, wherein the call sign identifies the 
broadcasting station; detecting whether or not user personal information has been 
stored in a storage medium, when making an access request to an external device that 
provides said related information about the contents broadcast by the broadcasting 
station; transmitting available/unavailable request information that requests information 
showing whether or not said external device offers a service providing said related 
information about the contents, if said user personal information is not detected in said 
detecting step; receiving available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said 
external device offers said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request 
information, if said user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 
transmitting said call sign and said user personal information to said external device in 
order to request user registration in accordance with said available/unavailable 
information wherein said user personal information is utilized to register with said 
external device, if said user personal information is not detected in said detecting step; 
receiving registration-completed information from said external device, if said user 
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personal information is not detected in said detecting step; storing said user personal 
information in said storage medium, if said user personal information is not detected in 
said detecting step; transmitting request information that requests said related 
information about the contents; and notifying information concerning a service providing 
said related information about the contents by said external device. 

Independent claim 17 recites: A communication apparatus, comprising: a 
processor configured to obtain a call sign of a broadcasting station in accordance with 
an external input signal, wherein the call sign identifies the broadcasting station, the 
processor being configured to detect whether or not user personal information has been 
stored in a storage medium, when making an access request to an external device 
providing related information about contents broadcast by the broadcasting station, the 
processor being configured to transmit available/unavailable request information that 
requests information showing whether or not said external device offers a service 
providing said related information about the contents, configured to receive 
available/unavailable information, showing whether or not said external device offers 
said service, in reply to said available/unavailable request information, configured to 
transmit said call sign and said user personal information to said external device in 
order to request user registration in accordance with said available/unavailable 
information, wherein said user personal information is utilized to register with said 
external device, configured to receive registration-completed information from said 
external device, and configured to store said user personal information in said storage 
medium, if said user personal information is not detected by said processor, the 
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processor further configured to transmit request information that requests said related 
information about the contents; and a notification unit configured to notify information 
concerning a service, providing said related information about the contents, being 
offered by said external device. 

Applicant's independent claims comprise a particular combination of elements, 
which is neither taught nor suggested by the prior art. Accordingly, Applicant's claims 
are allowed for these reasons and for the reasons recited by the Applicant in the 
amendment filed on 1/22/09. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bowman et al. (US 2002/0174431) 

Henrick (US 6,507,727) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NAM HUYNH whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5970. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m.-5 p.m.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/George Eng/ /Nam Huynh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



